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Besuchsaufenthalte von Nicht-EU-Bürgern - Fälle von fehlender 

Rückkehrmöglichkeit wegen Corona-Pandemie weltweit  

Visit by non EU citizens – case of inability to return due t corona 

pandemic worldwide 

 

Some third country nationals reside in Germany as visitors without a visa, e.g. people 

from Bosnia and Serbia.  

Another group staying in Germany is people holding a Schengen-Visa. 

These travelers need to leave Germany after three months. Are you a visitor who 

needs to leave Germany now or in the short-term?  

If so, you cannot just extend your visit. Staying without permission will be punished. 

It is an act of illegal immigration. 

What can you do, if you are unable to leave Germany? 

 

…Because there are no flights available to your home country? 

… Because transit countries closed their borders to travelers?  

… Because your home country is a Corona risk region?  

… Because you are sick with Corona or another disease which makes you prone to 

catch the COVID-19 virus more easily? 

… Because you would run into quarantine obligations at your country’s border?  

 

In case you are facing these kind of problems, contact the local Immigration Office 

(Ausländerbehörde) at the District Administration (Landratsamt) or the Immigration 

Office at the City Hall (Rathaus) of the town you are staying at as visitor. 

Call the Immigration Office by phone! The doors are closed for public due to Corona. 

You can also write an email.  

Ask the official in charge to prologue the duration of your stay until you are able to 

travel home.  
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There are three possible responses: 

- If you are a holder of a Schengen Visa it can be extended for maximum 6 

months If you can, ask for the prolongation before the Visa expires! 
- By considering your personal circumstances, the immigration office prologues 

your right for a legal stay for an interim period as a measure of administrative 
discretion.  

- You obtain an exceptional leave to remain (Duldung) valid until recalled. 

 

In case you have no financial resources for your daily needs and shelter, you can ask 

for social welfare money. You have to submit the papers to the Social Welfare Office 

(Sozialamt) or Jobcenter; both offices are part of the local District Administration 

(Landratsamt).  

 

In case you need a shelter for the night, call the City Hall of the town you are a visitor 

at or got to the local police station. Describe your problem. You need to do paper work 

and wait for a decision. If you fulfil the criteria, you will be sheltered in a room with 

bathroom and kitchen facilities. The shelter will not be free. If you have money, you 

need to pay by yourself. 

 

If the police wants to bring you back to your country by force, call a lawyer specialized 

in Immigration Law. With the help of a lawyer, you can file a motion for short-term 

legal protection. 

 

Do not file an application for refugee protection only to be sheltered at an Asyl 

seekers` home or to hinder forced repatriation. There is no space available in Asylum 

accommodations. There is a high risk for a Corona infection as people can hardly keep 

distance while sharing small rooms. 

 


